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BONDS MEADOW COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on 
6th November 2014 at Ashdale 

 
Present:   Allyson Barron (Chair) John Ward, Margaret Martin, Brian Hunter, 
  Christina Brinded, Peter Brinded, Peter Aldous 
 
Apologies:    Sheila Hunter 
 
Minutes of the Last Meeting   were agreed to be accurate. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
Knotweed and Boundary Fence.  Peter Aldous met with Mark Ross of Waveney Norse.  See Project 
Management Report.  
 
Strimmer.    See Project Management Report. 
 
Fly-Tipping.   Waveney District Council said they would write to those who were fly-tipping.  Allyson 
said there is a particular resident who denies responsibility in spite of evidence.  Broadland Housing 
Association has written to all their tenants in Bonds Meadow warning them that fly-tipping will 
impinge on their tenancy agreement.  As a consequence, Allyson did not continue with the planned 
litter pick as some residents were unhappy.   
 
There is nothing to report on the bench as Allyson has been unable to meet with Mark Ross.   Other 
activities concerning the encroachment and planting are still to be completed and to be discussed 
during the meeting. 
 
Treasurer’s Report     
 
This was presented by Brian on behalf of Sheila 
 
Balance at Last Meeting   £1092.52 
Purchase of Rowan Tree                         - £       9.00 
 
Current Balance    £1083.52 
 
Peter Aldous reported he has spent £4.94 from his £35 float to purchase wood glue for the silage 
rake to be repaired.  To date he has spent £24.20 and has yet to purchase 2 stroke oil and petrol for 
the strimmer.   
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Chair’s Report  
 
Allyson has been unable to meet Mark Ross.  She will arrange another meeting to discuss the 
benches and orchard (the trees are arriving at Allyson’s house on Monday 10th November, together 
with the Rowan tree).  The fruit trees will be planted in the cleared area near the tank traps.  We 
need stakes, ties and possibly compost.  Allyson will follow this up as the Yard may have stakes and 
ties.  John asked if we can develop our own compost heap if we can find a suitable spot.  Peter 
Aldous said this would be possible.  Allyson has been contacted by Brian Thornton of Anglia in Bloom 
who would like to include us in the neighbourhood award.  Allyson told him we haven’t entered 
ourselves, although the work done by Peter Aldous, Peter Gray and the Scouts is on-going and can 
be assessed over a number of years.  Brian noted this and will continue to observe.  Allyson attended 
a grant fair.  We need specific projects to apply for grants but need to avoid over-stretching 
ourselves.  Brian said there are organisations starting to seek organisations such as ourselves who 
sustain projects.  Brian suggested we try to come up with a 3-5 year budget and business plan which 
we can then use to apply for sustainability grants.  Brian and Sheila will look a recent years’ accounts 
and advise how much we will need.  We will also need to state our aspirations.  Sheila and Brian will 
e-mail everyone to ask for aspirations (such as high visibility jackets, benches, etc.). 
 
Project Management Report 
 
Peter Aldous presented a written report.  This is summarized as follows:-  
 
Pond clearance is on-going.  Work will soon start on the main pond.  All pathways have been 
checked and cleared of encroachment.  The orchard has been cleared and is ready for fruit tree 
planting.  Peter met with Mark Ross of Waveney Norse.  Mark will seek authorization to have the 
broken fencing removed.  Then the knotweed would be treated with a chemical which has proved to 
be effective in eradicating this pest.  The wind-blown Poplars will soon be chain-sawed by Waveney 
Norse.   Coppice Understory.    Peter confirmed to Mark that he is prepared to undertake this activity 
on a 5 year rotation.  Primarily, removal of Alder, Elder and Sycamores would suffice.  Second 
Meadow Mow.   Peter agreed with Mark that a late July and mid-October cut would be more 
beneficial in our efforts to bring on meadow flowers.   
 
Volunteers.  Peter asked for up-date.  Allyson will follow-up the Shaw Trust.  Margaret apologised for 
not e-mailing the Journal as she has yet not had a chance to do so.  She will do this as soon as 
possible.  Peter will e-mail her with his volunteer requirements. 
 
Wildflower Seeds.    No action yet.  We were supposed to have daffodil bulbs from Waveney Norse 
but they haven’t arrived.  Allyson will follow up.  We need to check these are not domestic flowers.  
If they are, they can be planted on the perimeter of the Meadow and on the Sunhenge bank.  
Christina suggested strimming the nettles to 4 inches above the ground now, then they can be 
pulled up easily, possibly by the Scouts.  The daffodils can then be planted.   
 
Wildflowers.   Allyson said plugs have been suggested as a better option than seeds, although plugs 
are more expensive.  She will do the costing.  Plugs or seeds need to go in now.  She will also order 
Yellow Rattle seeds.  Allyson is keen to have plugs and will investigate how many you can get for 
£100. 
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Encroachment 
 
The draft letter to Legal Services at Waveney District Council which Margaret had distributed was 
discussed.  Amendments were agreed.  Margaret will e-mail the finished letter for final approval.  It 
will then be sent, with a copy to Colin Law. 
 
Website 
 
Brian said that Oulton Parish Council has a new super web-site.  He will ask Robbie, their webmaster, 
if it is possible to link to our website.  John reported a possible sighting of a barn owl.  He will try to 
verify so it can go on the website. 
 
AOB 
 
Christina would like to plant the Rowan tree on Sunday 16th November at 12.30.  Margaret will 
inform Brian and Sheila (Brian had to leave the meeting early). 
 
John said someone contacted him via the web-site and has given him a collection of old newsletters.  
These could be useful for events and for the AGM. 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
The date of the next meeting will be 7.30 pm on Thursday 15th January at Ashdale.  A December 
meeting will be called if necessary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     


